Access THE's sustainability dataset via:

l“[ DataPoints

SDG Impact Dashboard

Powerful data and analytics to
support success in sustainability.

Reqguest a free demo: data@timeshighereducation.com
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Our Rankings

IMPACT & SUSTAINABILITY

: Times Higher Education
[§/ Impact Rankings

Focus: research, teaching, stewardship
and outreach against the UN’s 17
Sustainable Development Goals

Participation rules: all UG or PG higher
education institutions

Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings

RESEARCH

World
University
Rankings

Focus: research output, research quality,
research collaboration, reputation +
more

Participation rules: 1,000+ publications
over 5 years, teach undergraduates
across a range of subjects

2025




Higher Education and the SDGs
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How does it work?
(Outside in)
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What are the Impact Rankings?

18 different rankings
* One foreach SDG

* Oneoverall ranking

e Datafrom Universities and from Elsevier




4 QUALITY
EDUCATION

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote .
lifelong learning opportunities fgr all 4 P !!”

4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and secondary education leading to relevant and effective
learning outcomes

4.2 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready
for primary education

4.3 By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical, vocational and tertiary education, including university

4.4 By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment,
decent jobs and entrepreneurship

4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable,
including persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations

4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, achieve literacy and numeracy

4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development, including, among others, through

education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence,
global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development

4.a Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning
environments for all

4.b By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to developing countries, in particular least developed countries, small
island developing States and African countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and information and communications
technology, technical, engineering and scientific programmes, in developed countries and other developing countries

4.c By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through international cooperation for teacher training in developing
countries, especially least developed countries and small island developing States

Times Higher Education
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How do universities support the SDGs?

Research Stewardship

Teaching




Evidence questions and nhumeric questions

Alongside traditional questions based on numeric data we also use qualitative data.

Scoring is based on three elements

* Declaration — university declares it does something
* Evaluation —assessors evaluate supplied evidence
* Publication — additional credit for public evidence

Times Higher Education
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Calculating the annual score

26%

2024

26%

26%




Overall score
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How does it work?
(Inside out)
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The Impact team
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Data insights
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Impact Rankings
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Participation by continents

South America
Oceania
North America

Europe

Africa
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Top 10 overall

Name Country/Region Rank_
Western Sydney University Australia 1
University of Manchester United Kingdom 2
Kyungpook National University (KNU) South Korea 3
Griffith University Australia =4
University of Tasmania Australia =4
Arizona State University (Tempe) United States =6
Queen’s University Canada =6
University of Alberta Canada 8
Aalborg University Denmark =9
Universitas Airlangga Indonesia =9
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Growth 2020-2025

Impact rankings participation
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Map of all participating institutions, Impact 2025

number of unis
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There are a total of 2526 institutions ranked, from 130 countries.
The country with the most participation is India with 147 institutions.
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Participation in SDGs
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Why do
universities
participate?
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world's top universities for delivering the
Sustainable Development Goals

Jun 12,2024

1,026 universities from
99 countries/ regions
< Top university:

825 universities from
91 countries/ regions
Top universities (tled):
» Bourmemouth University, UK University of Manchester, UK

» Kings College London, UK ¢ Best country/reglon, on average:
Best country/reglon, on average: | | Ireland

Hong Kong |

I 803 universities from
96 countres/regions
Top university:
Queen's University, Canada
Best country/reglon, on average:
New Zealand

867 universities from
96 countries/ regions
Top university:

741 universities from

92 countries/ regions

Top university:

Unhversity of Manchester, UK

Best country/reglon, on average:
New Zealand

University of Exeter, UK

Best country/reglon,

Australia

628 unversites from
90 countries/ regions

Top unlversity:

Arizona State University

(Tempe), US

Best country/reglon, on average:
Australia

Times Higher Education
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987 universities from

96 counties/ regions

Top university:

Afe Babalola University, Nigeria
Best country/reglon, on average:
Ireland

4 dum
Dk

1,681 universities from

122 countries/regions

Top universlty:

Aalborg University, Denmark

Best country/reglon, on average:
Germany

1,498 universities from

115 countries/regions

Top university:

1SS Academy of Higher Education
and Research, India

Best country/reglon, on average:
Australia

1,093 universities from
107 countries/regions

Top university:

Universitas Airlangga, Indonesia
Best country/ region, on average:
Sout Afrca

1,018 universities from
101 countries/regions
Top universities (tled):
» Delft University of Technology, Netherlands.
» RWIH Aachen Uniersity, Germany
« Technical Unhersity of Munich, Germany
o TU Dresden, Germany
® University of Edinburgh, UK
» University of Erlangen-Nuremberg, Germany
® University of Stutigart, Germany
© Yonsei University (Seoul campus), South Korea
Best country/reglon, on average:

Gemany
7

1,149 universities from

107 counties/regions

Top university:

Kyungpook National University,
South Korea

1,086 universities from
113 countries/regions
Top unlversity:

% Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia

Best country/reglon, on average:
New Zealand

2,031 universities from
121 countries/ regions

3 iversity:
Unhversity of Technology Sydney,
Australia
Best country/reglon, on average:
New Zealand

1,108 universities from

111 countries/ regions.

Top university:

RMIT University, Australia

Best country/reglon, on average:
Australia

924 universities from

103 countries/reglons

Top unverslty:

University of Tasmania, Australia
Best country/region, on average:
Australia

1,361 universities from

114 countries/ reglons

Top unlversity:

Viestern Sydney University, Australia
Best country/reglon, on average:
Austialia




enchmarking

Sustainable Development Goals

Breakdowns
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Benchmarking

THE Impact Rankings 2024 -

OVERALL SCORE OVERALL RANK SDG PARTICIPATED
out of 1963 out of 17 Sustainable
97 .4 out of 100 6 institutions 1 7 Development Goals

SDG SCORES a1 ﬂ

Sustainable Development Goals
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Comparison to other systems

THE’s Impact Rankings is the most
popular measure of success for
demonstrating SDG progress

Based on a survey of European
universities

Filho, W.L., Sierra, J., Price, E. et al. The role of
universities in accelerating the sustainable development
goals in Europe. Sci Rep 14, 15464 (2024).
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-024-65820-9

Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings
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Which measures of success does your institution use te demonstrate the embedding of the SDGs in higher education
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Al to help evidence validation
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Assessing universities' evidence data

Hh & 15.3.3 Local biodiversity included in planning and
_ development
e Do you include local biodiversity into any planning and

development process (e.g. construction of new buildings)

* |[f YES, universities can provide evidence of activities:

URL, pdf...
Relevant
e Evidenceis assessed
Not relevant

Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings



Assessing relevancy in practice

CONSERVATION AREAS

Explore how FIU pre This land use designation identifies existing areas on the campus that shall be preserved and
managed to protect natural features including topography, soil conditions, archaeological sites,
campus ecosystems plant and animal species, wildlife habitats, heritage trees and wetlands.

bIOdlverSIty MODESTO A. MAIDIQUE
cocated In the " AL an.d °" the. edg? Modesto A. Maidique Campus is designated as a Wildlife Sanctuary by an agreement
Everglades, Florida International Universit : . -
. . .. between FIU and the Audubon Society and, therefore, vegetative communities that
incorporated environmental stewardship i e : 5%

serve as wildlife habitat are protected. However, no areas have been officially

university life since its opening in 1972. Ir
planning document, FIU has included a Co
Element or similar policy requiring respon:
maintain natural ecosystems and the pla
they support.

designated by the State for conservation. The area known as the “Natural Preserve”
has been set aside by the University for Environmental Studies and natural open
space. The latest environmental inspection conducted in 2001 revealed that most of
the land on campus and in the preserve does not contain threatened or endangered
fauna or protected wildlife.

30f12
Biodiversity planning can be found in the

Conservation Areas section of the Future Land
. Use Element — 1




Assessing universities' data across the whole ranking

Approx. 280,000 documents to review

Up to 251 indicators per S
data submission

o
o

equivalent to 40,000 100-pages books

Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings



Our challenges

A

* A ranking that is growing and will continue to grow _._._I_I_

% * Resource-intensive data assessment required

* The largest ranking we run . -
* We need consistency across human validators

CEJ * Large, varied, complex documents to review

... In approx. 50 languages




Universities also have some challenges
o

e complex guidelines (180 pages), hard to know what
will or will not fit the requirements

n? >
*~° e THE's assessment can be difficult to understand
W providing the right evidence is a lot of work!




Our goal

* A scalable process

* High-quality data

* Consistent assessment

* Ability to handle all languages and all document sizes
- A better ranking

* An easier data submission process for universities




Can Al be safely used in the validation process?

* On average, LLM is far more consistent (+80%) and
accurate (+3%) than validators

* The process is scalable

e Saves time and money

_$ Rel . .
t * On edge cases, experienced validators perform
better than LLM
b Mot Retevant * Better performance on deceptive evidence

Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings



How we plan to use Al during validation?
We will adopt a hybrid validation that combines the best of the two methods

—> Rejected

— &

X,

QA

og /
~ (=




What's next?

* Further testing and refining

* Building LLM integration into our ranking process for
Impact 2026

e Continued development of the LLM products
- We welcome all feedback!




Best practice
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SDG 1 No Poverty Py

1.3.3 "Does your
university as a body
provide support (e.g.
food, housing,
transportation, legal
services) for students
from low income
families to enable them
to complete university?"

University of Glasgow
(UK)

https://www.gla.ac.uk/
myglasgow/registry/fina
nce/funds/discretionary
childcare/

NO
POVERTY

Discretionary and Childcare Funds
About the Funds

The Discretionary and Childcare Funds provide financial support to eligible students to help cover costs relating to childcare, living expenses, and study needs (excluding tuition fees).
Since funds are limited, we recommend applying as early as possible, ideally at the start of the academic year.

While these funds can help reduce financial pressure, they are not meant to cover all your expenses or replace your primary income. Most awards are given as monthly, non-
repayable payments until the end of July. Some students may receive a one-time, non-repayable grant instead.

Childcare Support

If you recieve childcare support, its important to notify the Financial Aid Team right away of any changes to your registered childcare arrangements. Changes could affect your
payment amounts, possibly leading to overpayments or underpayments.

Please note that childcare awards are paid directly to you, not the childcare provider. Payments are made in arrears (after the childcare services have been provided). It's your
responsibility to ensure that your childcare provider is paid on time. If you experience any issues with your payments, such as a missed payment, please contact the Financial Aid
Team as soon as possible for assistance.

We work with childcare providers to verify costs and ensure accuracy and instances of fraudulent claims are reported.

Discretionary Fund Childcare Fund

Times Higher Education
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1 4 ILIIEEOW WATER

SDG 14 - Life Below Water

&

14.5.4 "Does your university as a bod o . .
collaborate WI>1/Zh the localcgmmunity}/e.g_. Unlversrty partners Wlth

through partnerships, in efforts to maintain

shared aquatic ecosystems? " hapﬁ to bUild freshwater
The University of Auckland (New Zeland) knowledge

https://www.auckland.ac.nz/en/news/2023/0
6/28/university-partners-with-hapu-to-build-
freshwater-knowledge.html

3 July 2023 Te ao Maori, Science and technology, Environment, Faculty of

Engineering and Design, Faculty of Medical and Health Sciences
Waipapa Taumata Rau and Winiata marae are working
together to improve freshwater quality in the rural town of
Taihape.

With the aim of reclaiming freshwater katiakitanga for future generations, Waipapa
Taumata Rau, University of Auckland has partnered with Winiata marae in Taihape to

combine matauranga Maori and Western knowledge.

Taihape hapd, Ngati Hinemanu and Ngati Paki, experienced degradation in their local

water quality and were interested in partnering with the University to monitor the situation.

Times Higher Education
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1 PEACE, JUSTICE
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS

(L4
‘>
&

SDG 16 - Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions p A

16.2.2 "D [ [
a body recooegsn)l/é);ggnlversny 20 Democ racy

independent students' union?"

University of Manchester The University of Manchester Students’ Union exists with one mission: to be the voice of
(United Kingdom) students at Manchester, effecting change and enriching student life together.
https://manchesterstudentsuni

on.com/democracy Our vision is for all students to feel part of the Manchester community, where they can

develop, prepare for their future, and make a difference in the world around them.

How does it work?

The SU is a representative democracy - this means that you regularly get the opportunity
to elect (choose) people from the student body to work on your behalf. They're your
representatives, your advocates, and they're accountable to you.

Our organisation is overseen by a - a set of rules required by law that govern
the overall operations of the Union.

Times Higher Education
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SDG 17 — Partnerships for the Goals

17.3. Publication of SDGx
Reports

Queen’s University
Belfast (United Kingdom)

https://www.qub.ac.uk/about/su

stainability/files/QUB_Sustainabi
lityReport.pdf

Times Higher Education

Impact Rankings

TRANSFORMING GENDER EQUALITY
IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Sl 10 neoucen

Queen’s University Belfast was awarded the
prestigious Gold Athena Swan Award. As a result,
Queen's is the first university on the island of
Ireland and only the second in the UK to achieve an
institutional Gold Award for its work on improving
gender equality. The University also holds 15 School
Awards comprising three Gold, seven Silver and five
Bronze. The Advance HE Athena Swan Charter

is used internationally as a framework to support

the advancement of gender equality wit

2 higher
education and research. Queen’s University Belfast
has been a member of the Athena Swan Charter
since its formation in 2005,

INTEGRATING SUSTAINABILITY WITHIN
OUR BUILT INFRASTRUCTURES

The new Queen’s Business School Student Hub,
located at Riddel Hall, was completed in May 2023.
A low-energy, ecologically sensitive design approach
was adopted from the outset. The building is a
pioneer in its use of geothermal renewable energy.
It also draws 100% of its electricity from renewable

sources. Further sustainability features integrated

l We are absolutely thrilled to

become the first university on
the island of Ireland and the second in the
UK to achieve an institutional Athena Swan
Gold Award. The wider Equality, Diversity
and Inclusion agenda underpins everything
that we do here at Queen's.

Prafessor Karen McClaskey,
Director of Queen's Gender Initiative

SUSTAINABLE PRINT POLICY

3-

InJune 2022, Queen’s launched a sustainable print
policy to help limit printing and reduce the University’s
carbon footprint. With the Sustainable Development
Goals - specifically responsible consumption - at

its core, the implementation of the Sustainable Print

Policy is contributing towards the University's journey

to net-zero emissions.

As part of the policy, colleagues in Finance and DIS
have been delivering a campaign to encourage staff and
students to work digitally as much as possible and to
adopt sustainable print behaviours, including minimising
paper usage and consumable waste by delivering
teaching and learning materials in digital form - an
approach that enables students to access materials

from any location and on a wide variety of devices.

l ‘Our new Sustainable Print Policy
and the associated Managed
Print Service have reduced our impact
on the environment while enabling staff
and students to work smarter. Aligning
with the ambitions of our Net Zero Plan,
the Managed Print Service enables us
to access real-time data that helps us to
better understand printing behaviours and
continuously identify and respond where
support and changes can further enhance
sustainable approaches and behaviours.

Galian Mayhen,
Finance Directorate

FIG. 04:

65% REDUCTION IN
PRINTED MATERIALS

PRINT FLEET DECLINED
BY 88 DEVICES

REMOVAL OF 556
DESKTOP PRINTERS

include swift bricks, EV

d PV panels. The need fora
-ce was identified from the
«ct design, with geothermal
‘ce heat-pumps used as the
ative to fossil fuels.

»f Queen's commitment
ning net zero by 2040,
carbon buildings with
iources is vital. The new
school Student hubis an
ichieving net zero.

wns,

iger

ENHANCING THE SUSTAINABILITY OF
OUR RESEARCH AND TEACHING LABS

B

The Laboratory Efficiency Assessment Framework
(LEAF) was successfully piloted within 12 labs across
Queen’sin early 2022, resulting in a roll-out to

a total of 31labs by June 2023. LEAF provides a
framework for labs to embed positive sustainability
practices, decrease their carbon emissions,
improving the sustainability and efficiency of their
labs. Criteria focuses on energy, water, waste and

engagement.

l | have seen a great deal of
change in how we work within
labs over the past two decades. More
recently, it's been fantastic to be part of
a shift in how laboratory-based research
can contribute to addressing the climate
and ecological emergencies through their

science by taking part in LEAF.

Maria Rea,
Patrick G Johnston Centre for Cancer Research

. 60-,

,@\ REDUCTION IN

CARBON EMISSIONS

o

1 PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS
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SDG 17 — Partnerships for the Goals

Figure 5.1: Environmental Sustainability — JCU at a glance

17.3. Publication of SDGx Reports
James Cook University (Australia)

https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/
2217563/2023-Sustainability-Report_ FULL.pdf

1 0 JCUTropWATER water quality monitoring projects in Queensland.

E 37 academic / government collaborations for SDGE from 2019-2023.

renewable energy generated on campus.

solar PV installation on the new Engineering | ion Predinct.

ranked in the world - |CU Archaeclogy subjects global QS ranking.

JCU subjects related to SDG11.

Figure 2.1: Social sustainability - JCU at a glance

2.0 Social sustainability action

1 - draft of JCU Carbon Management Plan created.
. in student hardship given to students in crisis.
$15.5K hardship funds den
WY $400K; : S empirical evidence of Last WAIS ice sheet collapse date from octopus DINA - JCU research.

academic / government collaborations for SDG13 from 2019-2023.

©, free food delivered to students through SecondBite.

2.1SDG 3 good health and framework for assessing coral bleaching on the Great Barrier Reef published by JCU.

wellbeing outreach in the north

Queensland community ichools represented in the JCU Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Marine Science Program.

20 dical places in Cairns. ==

1756 healthcare graduates.

109,300 local people had appointments in JCU health and allied health clinics.

63.5% of cu staff are female, 56% female senior management.

59% female students EFTSL in 2023.

76Y of students are from rural and regional areas.
69% of domestic enrolments are first in their family students.

Table 2.1- Summary of JCU Health Clinic community outreach activities for 2023 385 indig s (25%) 156 o staff members (6% oftotal JCU staf)
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Regional analyses
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Participation in LATAM and top 10 overall

name Latin America

country Region Rank
SDG 17
i iversi SDG 16 I
NatlonalAutonom.ous University of Mexico Latin America 101-200
Mexico SDG 15
SDG 14
Pontificia Universidad Catélica de Chile Chile Latin America 101-200 SDG 13
SDG 12
Tecnolégico de Monterrey Mexico Latin America 101-200 SDG 11
|
SDG 10
University of Sdo Paulo Brazil Latin America 101-200
SDG Y I
Universidad del Desarrollo Chile Latin America 201-300 spG 8
SDG 7
University of Guadalajara Mexico Latin America 201-300 SDG 6 |
SDG 5
Federal University of Minas Gerais Brazil LatinAmerica  301-400 SDG 4 I
SDG 3 I
Federal University of Para Brazil Latin America 301-400 SDG 2
|
) . 5 . . . SDG 1 I
National University of Cordoba Argentina Latin America 301-400
Number of universities total NI
Universidad Andrés Bello (UNAB) Chile Latin America 301-400 0 50 100 150 200 250
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Participation in each SDG (All - Brazil)
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(Left: worldwide; Right: Brazil)
In terms of participation, the most popular SDG worldwide is SDG4 and the most popular in Brazil is SDGS3.
(Institutions have to participate in SDG17 to be ranked overall.)
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Participation in each SDG (All - Argentina)
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(Left: worldwide; Right: Argentina)
In terms of participation, the most popular SDG worldwide is SDG4 and the most popular in Argentina is SDGL1.
(Institutions have to participate in SDG17 to be ranked overall.)
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Participation in each SDG (All - Mexico)
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(Left: worldwide; Right: Mexico)
In terms of participation, the most popular SDG worldwide is SDG4 and the most popular in Mexico is SDGA4.
(Institutions have to participate in SDG17 to be ranked overall.)
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Overview of changes for 2026
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Th e I m p a Ct Ra n ki n gs : Times Higher Education 2025
re_d efi N i n g Impact Rankings
excellence since 2019

Since 2019, the Impact Rankings have provided a unique
framework to evaluate, recognise, celebrate and
benchmark universities’ wide and diverse social and
economic impact, framed through the lens of the 17
separate UN Sustainable Development Goals.
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w
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The 17 SDGs provide a uniquely broad framework for
assessing university impact, covering everything from
tackling poverty and supporting good health, to delivering
decent work, innovation and economic growth, to
improving the global environment to supporting peace and
justice.
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Th e I m p d Ct Ra n ki n gs . Times Higher Education 2025
h igh '.y va '.u e d by t h e Impact Rankings
global community (K

84 per cent agreed/strongly agreed that “the impact rankings
arﬁ ggbmportant tool to showcase contributions towards the
s”.
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48 per cent agreed/strongly agreed that “the impact rankings
are the only comprehensive measure of universities’
contribution to the SDGs”.

85 per cent agreed/strongly agreed that “being part of the
impact rankings helps improve the reputation of the
university.”
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A uniquely
comprehensive
framework

Research Stewardship

The Impact rankings assess universities across four key
aspects: research; teaching; outreach to communities;
and the stewardship of their resources.

Universities are assessed for any or all of the 17 separate
SDGs, providing 17 separate rankings for each goal (and

an additional overall ranking scored through universities’
best three SDGs). Teaching

The ranking involves over 200 separate measurements,
with metrics linked closely to the UN-set goals
themselves.
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A clear, global sighal of excellence

24
7th SAAREENIE 20924

THE Impact Rankings

No.1 in the

- q |
United States s ror<! # VORL
for driving impact S mpactRankings 2024

—Times Higher Education > TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION
. IMPACT RANKINGS

UCC reland @UC (& e
Today, UCC is ran ding university for our contributions
towards securing a sustainable future.

s

€ ed recognises UCC for our impact and commitment to the
N Sustainable Development Goals.

#THEglobalimpact #THEunira

thechineseuniversityof... & | Follow V Satg:‘t&%um\:,lersw

arizonastateuniversity & | Follow @ unsw & (Follow M World
TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION IMPACT
PAR2024EE #RBELESHEHRAARHE RANRIE

HNHER B44U, BREFLEFAIMNI, MPAREE ..

ASU is again named a global leader in Rankings season continues! We're proud that
sustainability — ranked No. 1 in the U.S. for ... UNSW has ranked 7th in the world in the ...
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Growth driven by developing world, badly served by traditional research-led rankings

Participation over 5 years, top 10 countries with rising numbers
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Impact (green) vs world rankings participation (red)

South America more ln
Impact
than WUR
33 81 69
WUR
Impact
way more North America
in WUR
than
Impact
156 78 38
Impact
WUR

Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings

Asia way more in
Impact than
WUR, and
different
universities
282 387 666
WUR
Impact
A el E
similar numbers i
but different
universities
266 373 194
Impact

WUR

Alrica way more
in Impact
than WUR
26 71 159
WUR
Impact
Oceania
similar
universities
11 35 1
Impact

WUR

2025



Success has brought significant
challenges
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Challenges with the status quo

How can such rapid growth be sustained while retaining the high standards of data integrity and
evidence evaluation that are a hallmark of Times Higher Education’s rankings?

How can we handle the inherent instability of a ranking system that is growing so rapidly in depth and
diversity each year, adding hundreds of new entrants annually, and where ranking scores can become
highly compressed?

How can we more formally and more effectively recognise, reward and celebrate the commitment
made by participants who step-up to take part in the process each year? How can we support them in
demonstrating, marketing and amplifying their evidenced achievements and strengths?

How can we ensure that the unique, global data that we collect to create the rankings can be turned
into the most effective, actionable strategic insights to support international benchmarking,
improvement and institutional development?

How can we improve the peer-to-peer sharing of best practices identified by the rankings, and support
the development of an enriching community of institutions committed to sustainability impact?
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A bold new approach...
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From “rankings” to “ratings”- why?

The Impact Rankings differ from other, more traditional ranking exercises. By calling them ratings”, we
acknowledge that we are working with a self-selecting group of universities committed to
sustainability — only those willing to voluntarily step forward for evaluation —rather than an exhaustive
list of all the world’s eligible higher education institutions.

We need to carefully transition, in partnership with the Network, from a ranking with significant
instability and statistical uncertainty, to a more appropriate and responsible system of evaluation,
with certified outcomes.

The move to a ratings framework and membership network also allows us to co-create the future of this
project in true and open partnership with all participants — including evolving the exercise as the UN
Sustainable Development Goals themselves evolve, after the 2030 deadline for the goals.
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From “rankings” to “ratings” — what does it mean?

We will continue to deploy our tried and trusted impact methodology to provide clear numerical
scores for each university in each metric in each individual SDG they enter — and for their overall

performance - and indeed we’ll continue to present the ratings for now in the form of a ranked list on
our website as we do currently.

So our gold standard framework remains in tact.

But recognition of this framework as a rating system and network allows us to work with the community
to consider moving to presenting the congested numerical score data in banded groups, not
individually ranked places, or based on percentiles or performance classifications.
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A new Sustainability Impact Network

Moving to a subscription membership network means that we will deliver exclusive content and analysis to our
network community:

Special webinars sharing rich insights and best practice and bringing in peer case studies.
A monthly newsletter sharing rich data insights and best practices from THE’s expert editorial and data teams.
Opportunities to connect with each other across events and activities.

A community developed to co-create the future of the Sustainability Impact Ratings.

Harnessing the data — and the best practices it uncovers —to support peer-to-peer
sharing and collaboration, is vital to help deliver a more successful universities
and a more sustainable future for all.
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A new Sustainability Impact Network - Benefits:

* Exclusive entry into the Sustainability Impact Ratings assessment, with THE’s expert data team on-hand to support your institutional data submission
to ensure your inclusion in the annual published rating. Note: only member universities will be able to submit to the rankings assessment and receive a
ranking position.

* Evaluation and validation of all documentary evidence submitted as part of the rankings assessment, alongside THE’s analysis of institutional data and
research output data against the impact sustainability framework methodology across all SDGs submitted to.

. A public listing on THE’s website in each individual SDG rating successfully entered, including an institutional profile on THE’s website complete with
detailed sustainability performance information.

. Official THE date-stamped certification of all rating results across each SDG where a rating is achieved, as well as the overall Sustainability Impact
Rating.

. Fully licensed range of date-stamped flexible THE marketing assets to confirm and showcase your performance across all achieved ratings, and
overall, across all print and digital materials.

. Access to performance benchmarking: your performance compared to the global benchmark for each SDG, and a detailed breakdown of your scores
across all performance metrics for each individual SDG ranking.

. Exclusive access to webinar sessions providing data insights, best practice case studies and opportunities to connect with peers to share insights and
build relationships and partnerships

. A monthly newsletter providing news and insights, sharing case studies and highlighting institutional opportunities across the full range of sustainable
development goals.
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A new Sustainability Impact Network - costs

We have carefully considered a modest range of price points to ensure that the system is inclusive and

simple, whilst supporting the long-term future of the ratings framework and network and maximising
the value-add to members.

Annual membership, including entry into the Sustainability Impact Ratings, will be tiered to ensure

inclusivity and to allow the best-resourced universities to subsidise the least well-resourced
institutions.

-High iIncome and upper-middle income nations: £3,500 per year.
_ower-middle income nations: £1,000 per year.
_ow-income nations: Free of charge.

These categories will be based on the latest World Bank classifications.
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A bold new approach for long term sustainability...

We are proud that the THE Impact Rankings provided universities worldwide with a comprehensive,
independent and high-profile mechanism to articulate and demonstrate their progress with a wide
range of stakeholders — not least prospective students - in addressing the world’s grand challenges and
the sustainability agenda.

We are proud to have developed a trusted mechanism for institutions to benchmark against peers and
to improve their performance, as well as to gain important international visibility for their valuable work
and to enhance their reputation.

Most importantly, we are proud to have developed a trusted system that recognises and supports the
vital role that universities play, all over the world, in helping to make the world a better place for all.

The new Sustainability Impact Ratings — and network - locks-in all of those benefits and secures the
stability and rigour of the exercise for the long term.
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Questions?

Impact@timeshighereducation.com

Data collection:
Opens 15" of September 2025
Closes 10" of November 2025
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Register now to
the Sustainability
Impact Network
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